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American Diabetes Association and Joint Commission Collaborate on Joint
Commission Inpatient Diabetes Care Certification

(OAKBROOK TERRACE, Ill. = July 20, 2006) Two of the nation’s leaders in improving health
care for Americans are collaborating to recognize hospital inpatient diabetes programs that meet
national quality standards and raise the quality of care provided to patients with diabetes.

Based on the American Diabetes Association’s (ADA) clinical practice guidelines, the
Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations has developed an Advanced
Inpatient Diabetes Care Certification Program that will provide the first nationwide certification
program for inpatient diabetes care.

More than 14 million Americans have been diagnosed with diabetes, with one out of every
10 health care dollars now being spent on diabetes and its complications. This includes more than
$40 billion for inpatient hospital care. Effective management of glucose levels of diagnosed
diabetic patients can help reduce the risk of further complications and adverse outcomes.

“The collaboration between the ADA and Joint Commission will help standardize the care
provided for all diabetic patients in all inpatient departments in a hospital. Through systematic
monitoring of all diabetic patients, outcomes can be improved. This will lead to a better quality of
life for diabetic patients and position certified organizations for success in pay-for-performance
programs,” says Jean Range, M.S., R.N., C.P.H.Q., executive director, Disease-Specific Care
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Certification, Joint Commission.

“The ADA is very pleased to partner with the Joint Commission on this project. To meet
the portion of our mission ‘to improve the lives of all those affected by diabetes,” we need to
maximize care in the inpatient as well as the outpatient setting. This project will bring attention to
this important area as well as reward those hospitals that are delivering quality care,” says Robert
A. Rizza, M.D., president, Medicine & Science, ADA.

Organizations seeking inpatient diabetes care certification will undergo an on-site review
of their compliance with national standards and the management of diabetes patients through
clinical guidelines. The review also will include an assessment of performance measurement and
improvement activities. In addition, organizations will be assessed regarding the qualifications
and competencies of practitioners; processes established to encourage patient self-management;
demonstrated leadership support for the program; and use of clinical information systems to
monitor patient care management.

The Joint Commission will convene an expert panel to develop a standard performance
measure set for inpatient diabetes.

For more information about inpatient diabetes care certification, please contact Jean
Range, M.S., R.N., C.P.H.Q., executive director, Disease-Specific Care Certification, Joint
Commission, at 630.792.5291 or DSCinfo@jcaho.org.

ittt

The American Diabetes Association is the nation's leading voluntary health organization supporting diabetes research, information
and advocacy. Founded in 1940, the Association has offices in every region of the country, providing services to hundreds of
communities. For more information, please call the American Diabetes Association at 1-800-DIABETES (1-800-342-2383) or
visit www.diabetes.org. Information from both these sources is available in English and Spanish.

Founded in 1951, the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations seeks to continuously improve the safety and
quality of care provided to the public through the provision of health care accreditation and related services that support
performance improvement in health care organizations. The Joint Commission evaluates and accredits nearly 15,000 health care
organizations and programs in the United States, including more than 8,000 hospitals and home care organizations, and more than
6,800 other health care organizations that provide long term care, assisted living, behavioral health care, laboratory and ambulatory
care services. The Joint Commission also accredits health plans, integrated delivery networks, and other managed care entities. In
addition, the Joint Commission provides certification of disease-specific care programs, primary stroke centers, and health care
staffing services. An independent, not-for-profit organization, the Joint Commission is the nation's oldest and largest standards-
setting and accrediting body in health care. Learn more about the Joint Commission at www.jointcommission.org.

F:\DOC\Media\NEWSREL\2006\JCAHO\DSC inpatient diabetes 5.06.doc

One Renaissance Boulevard Member Organizations American Dental Association Internet Address:
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 American College of Physicians ~ American Hospital Association http://www.jcaho.org

(630)792-5000 American College of Surgeons American Medical Association



