
 
 
 
July 30, 2020 
 
The Honorable Angus King  
United States Senate 
133 Hart Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 

The Honorable Lisa Murkowski 
United States Senate 
522 Hart Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

 
Dear Senator King and Senator Murkowski: 
 
On behalf of the American Diabetes Association (ADA) and the 34 million Americans with diabetes we 
represent, thank you for introducing the Testing, Reaching, and Contacting Everyone (TRACE) Act. This 
bill represents a critical step toward preventing virus spread and complications, and will help ensure that 
every American, regardless of zip code, has access to COVID-19 testing. 
 
As you know, people with diabetes face a greater risk during COVID-19 pandemic. According to a recent 
report from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 40 percent of the individuals studied 
who died of COVID-19 had diabetes. Because diabetes incidence is disproportionately higher in low-
income areas and communities of color, the tragic reality is that those who face the greatest threat are 
also the least likely to have access to the health care resources they need to survive this crisis. Lack of 
health insurance, access to a health care provider and adequate transportation to a testing center are 
preventing individuals in these communities from getting the COVID-19 prevention services they need, 
and we believe the mobile testing apparatus you have proposed is the right approach to this challenge. 
The better we can track COVID-19, especially in the underserved communities that have been so 
adversely and disproportionately impacted, the better equipped we are to defeat it. The ADA is 
especially pleased to see this necessary, bipartisan legislation introduced at such a crucial time for not 
just the diabetes community, but all Americans suffering in the pandemic’s wake. 
 
Thank you for your leadership on this important issue. Americans with diabetes are relying on leaders 
like you in Congress to do everything you can to keep them safe during this unprecedented public health 
crisis, and we look forward to working with you in the fight to protect Americans with diabetes and pre-
diabetes and others who are among our most vulnerable citizens.  
 
 
Respectfully,  
 

 
 
Tracey Brown  
Chief Executive Officer  
2451 Crystal Drive, Suite 900 
Arlington, VA 22202  
 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6928e1.htm

